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journalist. One of her goals: to get young 
girls out of prostitution. Ms. Garro is also a 
member of Ladies in Support, a group that 
pledges solidarity to the Ladies in White, 
which was founded by the wives, sisters and 
mothers of political prisoners in 2003 to work 
for their liberation. 

In October 2010, Ms. Garro was detained by 
state security and held for seven hours. She 
emerged from the ordeal with a broken nose. 
Another woman taken into custody with Ms. 
Garro had her arm broken. 

The nongovernmental organization Capitol 
Hill Cubans has reported that in the first 12 
days of September, authorities detained 168 
peaceful activists. These ‘‘express deten-
tions’’ are designed to break up dissident 
gatherings, which risk spreading noncon-
formist behavior. Locking up offenders for 
long periods would be preferable, but the re-
gime wants people like Mr. Richardson to go 
around saying that human rights have im-
proved. The regime is also making greater 
use of civilian-clothed ‘‘rapid response’’ bri-
gades that are trained, armed and organized 
to beat up democracy advocates. 

Mr. Richardson told me he considers 
Cuba’s record improved because 52 political 
prisoners were sent to Spain in 2010. Yet exil-
ing promising opposition leadership hardly 
qualifies as a humanitarian gesture. Nor are 
gruesome Cuban prisons anything to ignore. 

Last month in a speech in New York, one 
former prisoner, Fidel Suarez Cruz, described 
his seven years and seven months of solitary 
confinement, including two years and eight 
months in a cell with no windows, ventila-
tion or artificial light. One favorite pastime 
of his torturers: Four military men would 
pick him up and then drop him on the floor. 
His testimony, posted on Capitol Hill Cubans 
website, is required viewing for anyone who 
doubts the evil nature of this regime. 

Nevertheless, Cuba’s dissidents remain re-
lentless, and there are signs that the regime 
is giving up on the express-detention strat-
egy. Fearless democracy advocate Sara 
Marta Fonseca and her husband Julio Leon 
Perez have been in jail since Sept. 24. Ms. 
Fonseca’s son has seen her and says she is 
black and blue all over and has an injury to 
her spinal column. Word is the regime is pre-
paring to charge the couple; 11 other dis-
sidents are awaiting trial. Meanwhile, Yris 
Perez Aguilera, the wife of the prominent 
dissident Jorge Luis Garcia Perez 
‘‘Antunez,’’ and two peers were detained on 
Sept. 26. Their whereabouts are unknown. 

Any hope of protecting these patriots lies 
in international condemnation. Mr. Richard-
son could help by returning to CNN to cor-
rect the record. 
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TRIBUTE TO MARY ELLEN NELSON 
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, 18 years 

ago, Mary Ellen Nelson started in my 
Kalispell office. In that time, Mary 
Ellen earned the respect and admira-
tion of her colleagues both in my of-
fices across the State, in Washington, 
DC and with the Finance Committee. 
Staff always enjoyed getting the 
chance to talk with Mary Ellen and 
hear her words of wisdom. I have treas-
ured her caring nature and thoughtful 
advice and am grateful for all her hard 
work over the years. It is important to 
note: my staff members don’t just work 
for me—they work for all Montanans. 
Mary Ellen has served the young, the 
old, the successful, the downtrodden, 
and Montanans of all political stripes. 
It has been an honor to have her on 
staff and to work together for the 
State we cherish. 

Working for VISTA is what brought 
Mary Ellen to Montana where she met 
and married her husband Ray of 34 
years. A few years later they moved to 
Kalispell where she worked for the 
school system and the mentally dis-
abled children of Flathead Valley be-
fore her work in the U.S Senate. Mary 
Ellen’s compassion to others resonates 
in her dedication to her family, com-
munity and the constituents of Mon-
tana. Mary Ellen has helped thousands 
of Montanans work their way through 
Social Security, Medicare, and other 
issues throughout the years. Her calm, 
nurturing character and commitment 
to helping others have benefitted thou-
sands of Montanans throughout her 18 
years of service. 

A few years ago when Mary Ellen’s 
two sons were graduating from college, 
I told her that graduations and wed-
dings were important events and need-
ed to be celebrated. The same is true of 
retirements. Mary Ellen will be enjoy-
ing her hours with her family, includ-
ing her son Matthew in Kalispell, son 
George and daughter-in-law Monica in 
DC, her 90-year-old father, Leo Hol-
land, and visiting her first grandchild 
Dominic who was born on Mary Ellen’s 
birthday January 24 of this year. Mary 
Ellen, congratulations, good luck, and 
enjoy your retirement. Thank you for 
your many years of service in my of-
fice, the U.S. Senate, the community of 
Kalispell, and countless Montanans for 
your tireless work to help others. We 
are sure going to miss you, your tal-
ents, and your warm and accommo-
dating personality. 

Mary Ellen is proud of her Irish her-
itage so I would like to end with this 
Irish Retirement Blessing: 
May you always have work 
for your hands to do. 
May your pockets hold 
always a coin or two. 
May the sun shine bright 
on your windowpane. 
May the rainbow be certain 
to follow each rain. 
May the hand of a friend 
always be near you. 
And may God fill your heart 
with gladness to cheer you. 
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TRIBUTE TO COLONEL TRACEY L. 
WATKINS, USAF 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize the service of COL Tracey L. 
Watkins of the U.S. Air Force on the 
occasion of his reassignment from the 
Air Force Congressional Budget and 
Appropriations Liaison Office and to 
say hail and farewell. 

Colonel Watkins graduated from the 
Citadel in 1991 and since then has 
served in a variety of comptroller as-
signments across the Air Force. He has 
held leadership positions at all field 
and staff levels, including assignments 
in personnel, logistics, and operational 
planning. Colonel Watkins’ time in the 
Air Force has included three joint 
tours: on the Joint Staff, as part of 
Combined Joint Task Force 76 in Uz-
bekistan, and in the Multi National 
Corps in Iraq. 

Colonel Watkins’ experiences in 
those tours were a benefit when he as-
sumed the directorship of the Air 
Force’s Congressional Budget and Ap-
propriations Liaison Office. In that 
role, Colonel Watkins directed all Air 
Force appropriations liaison work on 
the Hill, including arranging key en-
gagements for Air Force senior leaders 
with Members of Congress and helping 
to prepare their testimony during Ap-
propriations Committee hearings. In 
each of those engagements, Colonel 
Watkins served as the Air Force point 
man for working with the Congress on 
all budgetary and appropriations 
issues. His office also supports congres-
sional delegation trips and Colonel 
Watkins accompanied me on an impor-
tant trip to Russia. 

I have been impressed with many of 
the staff that Colonel Watkins led dur-
ing his tenure as Director of the Air 
Force Congressional Budget and Appro-
priations Liaison Office, which I find to 
be the mark of an outstanding leader 
and manager. I am sure that my col-
leagues join me in expressing our ap-
preciation to Colonel Watkins for his 
service to the Air Force and to the 
Congress. On the occasion of his reas-
signment to command the Mission Sup-
port Group at Little Rock Air Force 
Base in Arkansas, I wish Colonel Wat-
kins, his wife Kelly, and his children 
all the very best in the years to come. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HOWARD FRANK 
MOSHER 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, one of 
the great treasures of Vermont is How-
ard Frank Mosher. Mr. Mosher is a 
writer who knows and understands 
Vermont, and in books like ‘‘Where 
The Rivers Flow North,’’ he makes any 
Vermonter know they are home. 

A recent article in The Burlington 
Free Press by Sally Pollak speaks to 
the man he is, and I would like to take 
this opportunity to share this with the 
Senate. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the RECORD, the 
article to which I referred. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the Burlington Free Press] 
ALL ROADS LEAD TO KINGDOM COUNTY 

(By Sally Pollak) 

(Vermont author Howard Frank Mosher 
has lived in the Northeast Kingdom since 
1964 and the region is character-like in his 
books. Free Press Staff Writer Sally Pollak 
and Free Press photographer Glenn Russell 
spent a day traveling the roads in the north 
country with Mosher, listening to his stories 
and discovering his sense of place.) 

IRASBURG—The tan Nissan rolling down the 
dirt road in Brownington came to a slow 
stop, and the man behind the wheel surveyed 
the shallows and grooves of mud in front of 
him. The place he wanted to go was on the 
far side of the mud pit, and up a small hill 
that curved out of sight. 

Two men with trucks were on the other 
side of the mud ravine. The Nissan driver left 
his car to approach the men. I was in the 
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